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Background

ÅIn 2000, many countries, INCLUDING GHANA, signed up to the 
Millennium Development Goals

ÅAmong these goals was the commitment to offer everychild a free 
primary education.

ÅThere was a great surge of hope but, bit by bit, inactivity led to the 
fading of this hope



The Sustainable Development Goals

ÅBut in 2016 there was a new impetus, a renewed faith in the 
commitment to humanitarian values

Å2016 saw the introduction of the Sustainable Development Goals
which stressed Social Inclusion.  No one should be left behind.  There 
ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ Ψ9ǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΦ  /ƻǳƭŘ Ψ!ƭƭΩ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴ 
those with a disability, any kind of disability?

ÅHope was rekindled but only, it seemed, on paper



The reality was still life as it had always been. What was on offer for 
Mawunyo, bright as a button in spite of spending every hour of her life 
in this bowl just as she has done since birth? Could she hope for 
change?



Mawunyo was born before the 
changes in approach could be 
effected.

ÅBut what of this little lad 

ÅBorn in 2017

ÅWho will offer him a life 
beyond his bowl?

ÅWho will offer him a quality 
education?

ÅHis legs are not working but 
Ƙƛǎ ōǊŀƛƴΧΚ



So where were the people with the power and the influence to 
initiate change, to begin the journey  towards social and educational 
inclusion?

Put simply, they were out of sight, keeping their heads well below the 
parapet.

It was up to Carrie Brown, a young American who had been living in 
Ghana since 2006 and myself in the UK but well experienced in life in 
Ghana to take up the challenge of offering a new way forward.  

It would be a long and difficult journey as we had first to tackle 
traditional beliefs about disability being equated with the Devil and the 
Spirit World. 

These children were part of a necessary process of the expiation of 
family sins.  Their suffering meant that the price had been paid.  Family 
honour was able to continue untainted.



Preparing the way

ÅhǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ /ŀǊǊƛŜΩǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ 
the many villages round Ho, talking again and again to the parents of 
children with a disability and persuading them to come out of their 
houses, to form parent support groups. These were crucial 
considering that many of the children had been hidden away from 
birth.  Little by little they all gained in confidence and awareness of 
their rights

ÅMy advocacy work took me to the International Services Committee 
of the Rotary Club of NorwichǿƘŜǊŜ /ŀǊǊƛŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
greeted with much interest and support.



In tangible terms all we had in 2017 was this land, secured on a long 
term lease after many difficult meetings.  BUT our major need was for 
money to build a Centre, a safe and caring haven for families



To our joy, Australia Aid came to our rescue.  They loved our ideas and 
gave us a grant to build our Resource and Assessment Centre on the 
land.  This is Commissioning Day in 2019, proclaiming hope and trust in 
the future



A Resource and Assessment Centre. But what resources?  What 
assessmentscould we make?  The building was empty

ÅIn 2019 the Rotary Club of Norwich approached PhysioNet in 
Yorkshire to collect together a fantastic collection of either new or 
totally renovated paediatric equipment which was piled into a 40 ft 
container and sent to Tema Port in Ghana and then overland to Ho.

ÅNow the wheels were starting to turn and the Spirit World was on 
the verge of loosening its grip



A real moment of joy - Unloading the container in Ho ςwheelchairs, 
standing frames, walking frames, Zimmers, crutches, mats, special 
boots etc



The therapists and technicians from Ho teaching hospital came to learn 
how to fit and use the equipment, much of which they had never seen 
before.  Learning how to use the equipment necessitated all sorts of 
learning about how the body can be trained



The joy which the equipment brought to the children was 
overwhelming.  For many, standing was a new experience, a triumph! 



Paper based technology.  This isa technology developed in the UK and 
has been used to provide extra furniture.  Cheap to make, a piece can 
last a year to 18 months before being replaced


